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Get Latest Quote and Company Info
Panel set up for selecting BSNL, MTNL chief 
Our Bureau

New Delhi, July 15

The Government has constituted a six-member search-cum-selection committee for the appointment of Chairman-cum-Managing Directors of the state-run Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd (BSNL) and Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Ltd (MTNL).

The committee will be headed by the Cabinet Secretary, Mr K.M. Chandrasekhar. Other members are Mr Shantanu, Consul, Secretary, Department of Personnel; Mr P.J.Thomas, Secretary, Department of Telecom; Prof Ashok Jhunjunwala of the Indian Institute of Technology, Chennai; Prof Sameer Barua of the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad; and Prof N. Balakrishnan of the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore.

The selection process is expected to be completed within a month. The move is in line with the recommendations of the Sam Pitroda committee.

The Government was looking at the possibility of roping in former CEO of Vodafone Plc, Mr Arun Sarin, to head BSNL in a bid to turn around the public sector company. Sources, however, said that since Mr Sarin may want to change the entire top management which the Government may not agree to. The Government is, therefore, looking at a list of other possible candidates which will be vetted by the selection committee.

The Government is also working towards taking BSNL's selection process out of the purview of the Public Enterprises Selection Board, which will enable it to offer market-driven salary structure. The move will need Cabinet approval.
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